
Story of God – Saul and David 

Part 2 – 2
nd

 Samuel 

 

Recap: 

Abraham given a promise 

 Now is 1000 years later 

  God has NOT forgotten!!! 

God has been waiting for faith…. A faithful leader to fulfill the promise 

 

Moses  � led the people to the promised land 

Joshua � led them into the land 

 Then judges – what did everyone say then? 

Samuel – Last Judge � anoints Saul as king 

Saul = Monarchy = RELIGIOUS 

 He thinks doing the sacrifice is key – who cares how (a Priest needed) 

 He is practical about keeping stuff from Amalekits � “for sacrifice” 

  Samuel  To obey (listen) is better than sacrifice 
 

David is anointed: 

 Fights Goliath – Key = HE ASSUMES GOD IS PRESENT 

 

We looked at his heart � Psalm 23 – The Lord is David’s shepherd 

 You would die without a shepherd � David truly dependent. 

 

Saul goes crazy (allowed spiritually by God) 

 David needed to play the harp for Saul 

Saul gets jealous of David (Saul kills 1000’s David his 10,000’s) 

 

David Runs ---- Makes many mistakes along the way 

 

David Becomes God’s First Theocracy  
(already king with army, prophet, priest – while still running from Saul) 

 And he fights battles to protect the country 

 

David finally becomes King 

Saul died in battle – pick up the story where a man gives David the news: 

 

Saul is dead….              

 Remember how? 

  Falls on his sword 

   Amalekite kills him after that…comes to David 

Jezreel Valley – now gone 

 Israel split in half 

Jonathan…. gone 

 

 



2 Samuel 1:1 
1
Now it came about after the death of Saul, when David had returned from the slaughter 

of the Amalekites, that David remained two days in Ziklag.  

2 Samuel 1:2 
2
On the third day, behold, a man came out of the camp from Saul, with his clothes torn 

and dust on his head. And it came about when he came to David that he fell to the ground 

and prostrated himself.  

2 Samuel 1:3 
3
Then David said to him, “From where do you come?” And he said to him, “I have 

escaped from the camp of Israel.”  

2 Samuel 1:4 
4
David said to him, “How did things go? Please tell me.” And he said, “The people have 

fled from the battle, and also many of the people have fallen and are dead; and Saul and 

Jonathan his son are dead also.”  

2 Samuel 1:5 
5
So David said to the young man who told him, “How do you know that Saul and his son 

Jonathan are dead?”  

2 Samuel 1:6 
6
The young man who told him said, “By chance I happened to be on Mount Gilboa, and 

behold, Saul was leaning on his spear. And behold, the chariots and the horsemen 

pursued him closely.  

 

Who goes to a battle – by chance! 
 

2 Samuel 1:7 
7
“When he looked behind him, he saw me and called to me. And I said, ‘Here I am.’  

2 Samuel 1:8 
8
“He said to me, ‘Who are you?’ And I answered him, ‘I am an Amalekite.’  

 

 

2 Samuel 1:9 
9
“Then he said to me, ‘Please stand beside me and kill me, for agony has seized me 

because my life still lingers in me.’  

2 Samuel 1:10 
10

“So I stood beside him and killed him, because I knew that he could not live after he 

had fallen. And I took the crown which was on his head and the bracelet which was on 

his arm, and I have brought them here to my lord.” 

 

2 Samuel 1:11 
11

Then David took hold of his clothes and tore them, and so also did all the men who 

were with him.  

2 Samuel 1:12 
12

They mourned and wept and fasted until evening for Saul and his son Jonathan and for 

the people of the LORD and the house of Israel, because they had fallen by the sword.  

2 Samuel 1:13 



13
David said to the young man who told him, “Where are you from?” And he answered, 

“I am the son of an alien, an Amalekite.”  

2 Samuel 1:14 
14

Then David said to him, “How is it you were not afraid to stretch out your hand to 

destroy the LORD’S anointed?”  

2 Samuel 1:15 
15

And David called one of the young men and said, “Go, cut him down.” So he struck 

him and he died.  

2 Samuel 1:16 
16

David said to him, “Your blood is on your head, for your mouth has testified against 

you, saying, ‘I have killed the LORD’S anointed.’” 

 

What do you think of that guy? 

 Wasn’t this really a merciful killing?   

  What do you think this guy expected?  Why? 

 

Do you remember the Amalakites? 

 

2 Samuel 2:1 
1
Then it came about afterwards that David inquired of the LORD, saying, “Shall I go up 

to one of the cities of Judah?” And the LORD said to him, “Go up.” So David said, 

“Where shall I go up?” And He said, “To Hebron.”  

 

What can you tell me about David’s thinking? 

David asks God what to do….. what? I thought he knew this 15 years 

ago? 

What is happening hear? 
 

Civil War – takes 7 years 
 

The Theocracy begins 
David Takes Jerusalem  (establishes Capital City (forever) 

 Brings the Ark of God to Jerusalem (Establishes the center of the faith) 

David expands territory to Abraham’s promise  (God fulfills the covenant) 

 

At height of career  

� David’s unchecked sins come back on him 

 

He has multiple wives – no one calls him on it… 

 

Most powerful man alive � no Jonathan in his life to challenge him. 

 

Remember the clue on every chapter? 



 Start � And David enquired of God…. = great chapter 

  OR And David thought to himself… = really bad chapter of his life. 

 

2 Samuel 11:1 
1
Then it happened in the spring, at the time when kings go out to battle, that David sent 

Joab and his servants with him and all Israel, and they destroyed the sons of Ammon and 

besieged Rabbah. But David stayed at Jerusalem. 

 

What point is being made here?  What is David doing?  What 

should he be doing? 
 

2 Samuel 11:2 
2
Now when evening came David arose from his bed and walked around on the roof of the 

king’s house, and from the roof he saw a woman bathing; and the woman was very 

beautiful in appearance.  

2 Samuel 11:3 
3
So David sent and inquired about the woman. And one said, “Is this not Bathsheba, the 

daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hittite?”  

 

2 Samuel 23:34 
34

Eliphelet the son of Ahasbai, the son of the Maacathite, Eliam the son of Ahithophel the 

Gilonite,  

2 Samuel 23:39 
39

Uriah the Hittite; thirty-seven in all. 

 

2 Samuel 11:4 
4
David sent messengers and took her, and when she came to him, he lay with her; and 

when she had purified herself from her uncleanness, she returned to her house.  

2 Samuel 11:5 
5
The woman conceived; and she sent and told David, and said, “I am pregnant.” 

 

 

David ultimately gets her husband killed in battle 

 Marries Bathsheba 

 All is good, right?  No one knows right? 

 

No one says anything for about a year. 

 

Then God sends Nathan to Confront David: 

 

2 Samuel 12:1 
1
Then the LORD sent Nathan to David. And he came to him and said, 

 “There were two men in one city, the one rich and the other poor. 

 

2 Samuel 12:2 



2
 “The rich man had a great many flocks and herds. 

 

2 Samuel 12:3 
3
 “But the poor man had nothing except one little ewe lamb 

 Which he bought and nourished; 

 And it grew up together with him and his children. 

 It woul eat of his bread and drink of his cup and lie in his bosom, 

 And was like a daughter to him. 

 

2 Samuel 12:4 
4
 “Now a traveler came to the rich man, 

 And he was unwilling to take from his own flock or his own herd, 

 To prepare for the wayfarer who had come to him; 

 Rather he took the poor man’s ewe lamb and prepared it for the man who had come to 

him. 

 

2 Samuel 12:5 
5
Then David’s anger burned greatly against the man, and he said to Nathan, “As the 

LORD lives, surely the man who has done this deserves to die.  

2 Samuel 12:6 
6
“He must make restitution for the lamb fourfold, because he did this thing and had no 

compassion.” 

 

What is Nathan doing?  Do you get the symbolism?  

Do you think this is effective? 
 

2 Samuel 12:7 
7
Nathan then said to David, “You are the man! Thus says the LORD God of Israel, ‘It is I 

who anointed you king over Israel and it is I who delivered you from the hand of Saul.  

2 Samuel 12:8 
8
‘I also gave you your master’s house and your master’s wives into your care, and I gave 

you the house of Israel and Judah; and if that had been too little, I would have added to 

you many more things like these!  

 

Note on 2 Samuel 12:8 
I gave you your soveriegn's house as your own.... 

And if that had been too little, too few, too brief, too scarce or slight a thing, then I would 

have added, again,  more things like these.   

 

Did you see that?  If it was NOT enough…..  

I would have given you more!!!!  What kind of a God is this? 
 

 

Philippians 4:19 



19
And my God will supply all your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ 

Jesus. 

supply pleôrooô; from G4134; to make full, to complete   (comes from bountiful) 

riches ploutos; prob. from G4126 in an early sense of to flow, abound;  

wealth:—riches (18), wealth (4). Comes from the word “to sail”…. Like a free flowing 

wealth…. Like wealth that flows like the wind that pushes a sail boat.  You don’t know 

where it comes from but it flows silently, subtly but very powerfully 

 

 

2 Samuel 12:9 
9
‘Why have you despised the word of the LORD by doing evil in His sight? You have 

struck down Uriah the Hittite with the sword, have taken his wife to be your wife, and 

have killed him with the sword of the sons of Ammon.  

2 Samuel 12:10 
10

‘Now therefore, the sword shall never depart from your house, because you have 

despised Me and have taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your wife.’  

2 Samuel 12:11 
11

“Thus says the LORD, ‘Behold, I will raise up evil against you from your own 

household; I will even take your wives before your eyes and give them to your 

companion, and he will lie with your wives in broad daylight.  

2 Samuel 12:12 
12

‘Indeed you did it secretly, but I will do this thing before all Israel, and under the sun.’”  

 

What kind of problems is Nathan (the prophet) prophesying in 

David’s life? 

 

How do you see the principal of reaping and sewing here? 
 

2 Samuel 12:13 
13

Then David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the LORD.” And Nathan said to 

David, “The LORD also has taken away your sin; you shall not die.  

2 Samuel 12:14 
14

“However, because by this deed you have given occasion to the enemies of the LORD 

to blaspheme, the child also that is born to you shall surely die.”  

2 Samuel 12:15 
15

So Nathan went to his house. 

 

What is unusual about David’s response? 

Loss of a Child 

 

2 Samuel 12:15 
Then the LORD struck the child that Uriah’s widow bore to David, so that he was very 

sick.  



2 Samuel 12:16 
16

David therefore inquired of God for the child; and David fasted and went and lay all 

night on the ground.  

2 Samuel 12:17 
17

The elders of his household stood beside him in order to raise him up from the ground, 

but he was unwilling and would not eat food with them.  

2 Samuel 12:18 
18

Then it happened on the seventh day that the child died. And the servants of David were 

afraid to tell him that the child was dead, for they said, “Behold, while the child was still 

alive, we spoke to him and he did not listen to our voice. How then can we tell him that 

the child is dead, since he might do himself harm!”  

2 Samuel 12:19 
19

But when David saw that his servants were whispering together, David perceived that 

the child was dead; so David said to his servants, “Is the child dead?” And they said, “He 

is dead.”  

2 Samuel 12:20 
20

So David arose from the ground, washed, anointed himself, and changed his clothes; 

and he came into the house of the LORD and worshiped. Then he came to his own house, 

and when he requested, they set food before him and he ate. 

 

2 Samuel 12:21 
21

Then his servants said to him, “What is this thing that you have done? While the child 

was alive, you fasted and wept; but when the child died, you arose and ate food.”  

2 Samuel 12:22 
22

He said, “While the child was still alive, I fasted and wept; for I said, ‘Who knows, the 

LORD may be gracious to me, that the child may live.’  

2 Samuel 12:23 
23

“But now he has died; why should I fast? Can I bring him back again? I will go to him, 

but he will not return to me.” 

 

What do you see in David’s response here? 
 

Solomon Born 

 

2 Samuel 12:24 
24

Then David comforted his wife Bathsheba, and went in to her and lay with her; and she 

gave birth to a son, and he named him Solomon. Now the LORD loved him  

2 Samuel 12:25 
25

and sent word through Nathan the prophet, and he named him �Jedidiah for the 

LORD’S sake. 

 

Jesus is a DIRECT DESCENDENT of Solomon – why isn’t 

God still angry with David and Bathsheba? 
 

 



The curses to David 

 The reaping what he has sewn…. 

 

He has his firstborn Amnon, rape one of his daughters. 

 Absalom (second born) sister 

 

Here’s what David did for that: 

2 Samuel 13:21 
21

Now when King David heard of all these matters, he was very angry.  

 

That firstborn is killed by Absalom – his second born 

 

Absalom is embittered by David’s lack of response  

 His NOT dealing with Amnon’s rape of his sister 

 His NOT settling the issue with Absalom’s treachery. 

 

 

Absalom develops a rebellion 

 David flees for his life 

 

The rebellion is stopped 

 David is restored 

 

Relative peace for the country until his death. 

 

Solomon (from Bathsheba) is declared the next king 

 Again, nothing ever easy – some rebellion 

  But Solomon becomes King 

 

How  does David’s life fit into the story of God? 

 

Themes: 

 Redemption 

 Faith 

 Covenant to Abraham – the land is fully realized 

 

Lessons from the Psalms: 
David at his worst: 

Psalm 51 – What to do with Sins 
 

(Psa 51:1 NASB)  (For the choir director. A Psalm of David, when Nathan the 

prophet came to him,) (after he had gone in to Bathsheba.) Be gracious to me, O 

God, according to Thy lovingkindness; According to the greatness of Thy 

compassion blot out my transgressions. 

 



Lovingkindness – Loyal love that does not disappear with wrongdoing 

Compassion – bowels of compassion – physical feeling of compassion –  

   “feel it in your gut” 
 

David ALWAYS starts his confessions with the FOUNDATION 

 Of God’s loyal love ����  New covenant thinking… 
 

David’s Confession to God: 
 

(Psa 51:2 NASB)  Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, And cleanse me from my 

sin. 

(Psa 51:3 NASB)  For I know my transgressions, And my sin is ever before me. 

(Psa 51:4 NASB)  Against Thee, Thee only, I have sinned, And done what is evil in 

Thy sight, So that Thou art justified when Thou dost speak, And blameless when 

Thou dost judge.  David sinned against a lot of people.... Why does He say it is God 

only?  The word for sin here means to separate. (REBELLION) The separation was 

created by David..... Important to note because David has been viewed by others as 

connected to God.....  This act stains God and the distinction that there is separation 

between David and God is important to make because he then says that God is still 

righteous and blameless because David was acting out in separation from God.... 

 

Brokenness.... The reality of David’s situation: 
 

(Psa 51:5 NASB)  Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, And in sin my mother 

conceived me.  (David gives his first reason for his sin.... His nature.  Is he saying, in a 

sense, “the devil made him do it?”) 
 

(Psa 51:6 NASB)  Behold, Thou dost desire truth in the innermost being, And in the 

hidden part Thou wilt make me know wisdom.    

What is the truth that David is talking about?   What has been wrong with David’s 

innermost part? 

 

What is the new testiment teaching about sexual sin? 

(1 Cor 6:18 NIV)  Flee from sexual immorality. All other sins a man commits are 

outside his body, but he who sins sexually sins against his own body.   

 

This is one of two in the NT that says flee     Even in OT... Joseph did not discuss the 

issue with Potipher’s wife..... He ran! 

 

(Psa 51:7 NASB)  Purify me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; Wash me, and I shall 

be whiter than snow.  (Hyssop = leper cleansing.... Is David asking that God will 

cleanse him and make him acceptable?) 
 

(Psa 51:8 NASB)  Make me to hear joy and gladness, Let the bones which Thou hast 

broken rejoice. 

(Psa 51:9 NASB)  Hide Thy face from my sins, And blot out all my iniquities. 



(Psa 51:10 NASB)  Create in me a clean heart, O God, And renew a steadfast spirit 

within me. 

(Psa 51:11 NASB)  Do not cast me away from Thy presence, And do not take Thy 

Holy Spirit from me. 

(Psa 51:12 NASB)  Restore to me the joy of Thy salvation, And sustain me with a 

willing spirit.   

 

He mostly asks for restoration of his insides......  Why?  What about praying about 

the bad example he has been.... What about the damage from abuse of power..... 

 

DAVID ASSUMES HE CANNOT CLEAN HIMSELF!!!!!!! 
 

(Psa 51:13 NASB)  Then I will teach transgressors Thy ways, And sinners will be 

converted to Thee.         Notice what follows the restoration of joy, the healing of the 

insides 

 

 

(Psa 51:14 NASB)  Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, Thou God of my 

salvation; Then my tongue will joyfully sing of Thy righteousness. 

(Psa 51:15 NASB)  O Lord, open my lips, That my mouth may declare Thy praise. 

(Psa 51:16 NASB)  For Thou dost not delight in sacrifice, otherwise I would give it; 

Thou art not pleased with burnt offering. 

(Psa 51:17 NASB)  The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; A broken and a 

contrite heart, O God, Thou wilt not despise. 

 

David loves the law of God, how can he say that God, who designed the sacrifice 

system, somehow does not want it fulfilled? 

What does God really want?   From David?   From us? 

 

(Isa 57:15 NIV)  For this is what the high and lofty One says-- he who lives forever, 

whose name is holy: "I live in a high and holy place, but also with him who is 

contrite and lowly in spirit, to revive the spirit of the lowly and to revive the heart of 

the contrite. 

 

What does God think when we sin?  What is His biggest concern? 
 

(Rom 5:20 NIV)  The law was added so that the trespass might increase. But where 

sin increased, grace increased all the more, 

 

 

(Eph 1:4 NIV)  For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy 

and blameless in his sight. In love 

(Eph 1:5 NIV)  he predestined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ, in 

accordance with his pleasure and will-- 

(Eph 1:6 NIV)  to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the 

One he loves. 



 

(James 5:16 NASB)  Therefore, confess your sins to one another, and pray for one 

another, so that you may be healed. The effective prayer of a righteous man can 

accomplish much. 

 

 

Confession of sins is for an amazing thing...... Its for healing; something that God 

really wants for us..... And He loves to extend it 

 

 

(Psa 51:18 NASB)  By Thy favor do good to Zion; Build the walls of Jerusalem. 

What kind of example has David been as the spiritual leader of the nation? 

 

 

(Psa 51:19 NASB)  Then Thou wilt delight in righteous sacrifices, In burnt offering 

and whole burnt offering; Then young bulls will be offered on Thine altar. 

 

 As summarized by the American Psychological Association, working the Twelve 

Steps involves the following.
[1]

 

• admitting that one cannot control one's addiction or compulsion;  

• recognizing a greater power that can give strength;  

• examining past errors with the help of a sponsor (experienced member);  

• making amends for these errors;  

• learning to live a new life with a new code of behavior;  

• helping others that suffer from the same addictions or compulsions.  

 

 

Psalm 32:1 
1 

How blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, 

 Whose sin is covered! 

Psalm 32:2 
2
 How blessed is the man to whom the LORD does not impute iniquity, 

 And in whose spirit there is no deceit! 

Psalm 32:3 
3
 When I kept silent about my sin, my body wasted away 

 Through my groaning all day long. 

Psalm 32:4 
4
 For day and night Your hand was heavy upon me; 

 My vitality was drained away as with the fever heat of summer. 

Psalm 32:5 
5
 I acknowledged my sin to You, 

 And my iniquity I did not hide; 

 I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD”; 



 And You forgave the guilt of my sin. 

 

Psalm 32:6 
6
 Therefore, let everyone who is godly pray to You in a time when You may be 

found; 

 Surely in a flood of great waters they will not reach him. 

 

 

David’s Final Prayer: 
 

New American Standard Bible 

 

 

1 Chronicles 29:11 
11

“Yours, O LORD, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the victory and the 

majesty, indeed everything that is in the heavens and the earth; Yours is the dominion, O 

LORD, and You exalt Yourself as head over all.  

Note on 1 Chronicles 29:11 
Yahweh, (the proper name for God), the I AM, the Self Existent Lord, You are the ultimate in greatness (in 

verse 12 you have power in your hands to grow up everyone to your greatness) the ultimate in strength, 

power and might, the ultimate in beauty and glory and the eminence, the enduring everlastingness, 

perpetuity and the splendor, majesty and vigor.  Indeed, absolutely everything that is in the heavens and on 

the earth....  Yahweh (the IAM, the Self Existent One), Yours is the kingdom, sovereignty, dominion and 

reign over everything and you are lifted up and exalted as the Head or the Chief over absolutely everything. 

 

 

1 Chronicles 29:12 
12

“Both riches and honor come from You, and You rule over all, and in Your hand is 

power and might; and it lies in Your hand to make great and to strengthen everyone.  
Note on 1 Chronicles 29:12 
Both to be rich and have fortunes and also to be honored (who you are has weight) come from YOU, for 

you rule, have dominion, reign and are master over absolutely everything and in Your hand is strength, 

power, ability and also might, courage, and the ability to be strong.  And it lies in Your hand to grow us up 

(as if to make us great) and to grow everyone firm and strong 

 

 

 

1 Chronicles 29:13 
13

“Now therefore, our God, we thank You, and praise Your glorious name. 

 

1 Chronicles 29:14 
14

“But who am I and who are my people that we should be able to offer as generously as 

this? For all things come from You, and from Your hand we have given You.  

1 Chronicles 29:15 
15

“For we are sojourners before You, and tenants, as all our fathers were; our days on the 

earth are like a shadow, and there is no hope.  

1 Chronicles 29:16 



16
“O LORD our God, all this abundance that we have provided to build You a house for 

Your holy name, it is from Your hand, and all is Yours.  

1 Chronicles 29:17 
17

“Since I know, O my God, that You try the heart and delight in uprightness, I, in the 

integrity of my heart, have willingly offered all these things; so now with joy I have seen 

Your people, who are present here, make their offerings willingly to You.  

1 Chronicles 29:18 
18

“O LORD, the God of Abraham, Isaac and Israel, our fathers, preserve this forever in 

the intentions of the heart of Your people, and direct their heart to You;  

1 Chronicles 29:19 
19

“and give to my son Solomon a perfect heart to keep Your commandments, Your 

testimonies and Your statutes, and to do them all, and to build the temple, for which I 

have made provision.” 

 

1 Chronicles 29:20 
20

Then David said to all the assembly, “Now bless the LORD your God.” And all the 

assembly blessed the LORD, the God of their fathers, and bowed low and did homage to 

the LORD and to the king. 

 
 

 

 

 


